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§ 23.9 What must an entity to which
National Health Service Corps per-
sonnel are assigned (i.e., a National
Health Service Corps site) charge
for the provision of health services
by assigned personnel?

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(b) of this section, individuals receiv-
ing services from assigned National
Health Service Corps personnel must
be charged on a fee-for-service or other
basis at a rate which is computed to
permit recovery of the value of the
services and is approved by the Sec-
retary.

(b) In determining whether to ap-
prove fees to be charged for health
services, the Secretary will consider:
The costs to the National Health Serv-
ice Corps of providing the health serv-
ices; the costs to the health manpower
shortage area for providing the serv-
ices; and the charges for similar serv-
ices by other practitioners or facilities
in or nearby the health manpower
shortage area. However, if assigned Na-
tional Health Service Corps personnel
are providing services within the
framework of an established health
services delivery system, the Secretary
may approve the fees charged under
that system without regard to the fore-
going factors.

(c)(1) No charge or a nominal charge
will be made for health services pro-
vided by assigned National Health
Service Corps personnel to individuals
within the health manpower shortage
area with annual incomes at or below
the ‘‘CSA Income Poverty Guidelines’’
(45 CFR 1060.2). However, no individual
will be denied health services based
upon inability to pay for the services.
Any individual who has an annual in-
come above the ‘‘CSA Income Poverty
Guidelines,’’ but whose income does
not exceed 200 percent of the CSA lev-
els, will receive health services at a
nominal charge. However, charges will
be made for services to the extent that
payment will be made by a third party
which is authorized or under legal obli-
gation to pay the charges.

(2) The provisions of this paragraph
also apply with respect to services pro-
vided by an individual who is fulfilling
an NHSC scholarship obligation under
section 753 or who received a special
grant under section 755.

§ 23.10 Under what circumstances may
a National Health Service Corps
site’s reimbursement obligation to
the Federal Government be waived?

(a) The Secretary may waive in
whole or in part the reimbursement re-
quirements of section 334(a)(3) of the
Act if he determines that:

(1) The National Health Service
Corps site is financially unable to meet
the reimbursement requirements or
that compliance with those require-
ments will unreasonably limit the abil-
ity of the site to adequately support
the provision of services by assigned
Corps personnel. In making these de-
terminations, the Secretary will con-
sider—

(i) The costs necessary to adequately
support the health services provided by
the assigned National Health Service
Corps personnel and the income and fi-
nancial resources available to meet the
costs;

(ii) The ability of the applicant to ob-
tain credit from suppliers, lending in-
stitutions, private organizations and
individuals;

(iii) The need of the health manpower
shortage area for health services; and

(iv) The extent to which the National
Health Service Corps site utilizes
health professions personnel.

(2) A significant percentage of the in-
dividuals who are located in the health
manpower shortage area and are re-
ceiving the health services of the as-
signed National Health Service Corps
personnel are elderly, living in poverty,
or have other characteristics which in-
dicate an inability to pay. For purposes
of this section, ‘‘elderly’’ means per-
sons 65 years or older and the ‘‘CSA In-
come Poverty Guidelines’’ will be used
as the standard for determining wheth-
er individuals are living in poverty.
Other characteristics indicating inabil-
ity to pay include, but are not to be
limited to, the ratio of unemployment
in the health manpower shortage area
and the area’s cost-of-living index.

(b) The Secretary may waive in
whole or in part the reimbursement re-
quirements of section 334(f)(1) of the
Act if he or she determines that the
National Health Service Corps site is a
small health center (as defined by sec-
tion 334(f)(5) of the Act) that needs all
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